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What is Attentlon'?
22 September 2026 15:30 CET NG .
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Background)

The guiding idea of this research lab (i.e. a short series of online seminars), which is part of
the project Expanding Consciousness in Education — East, West, North and South. Towards
~a Global Philosophy of Education(GlobalPhilEd), is to establish 2 genuinely global practice
of philosophy of education aiming at an actual collaborative engagement between the
substantive positions developedin different-traditions focusing on concrete philosophical
problems. In doing so our aim is to practice global msophy as a collaborative explorative
enterprise that deals with concrete philosophical issues-and concepts and to better
understand the methodological (meta- )phllozgahmal Issues this involves. To make
adequate philosophical sense of the‘phenoménan of attention and its relationships to
education, as the topic of our second research lab, we thus hope to-draw-on the plurality of
phllosophlcal traditions in the werld. in order o better understand the different varieties
of attention and their educational value.



About

In the twentieth century, sociologists and economists began to speak of our economy as
an attention economy (Citton, 2017: 5ff.). At the heart of this,economy lies the scarce
resource of ‘our attention, and this is what sellers are competing for with ever more
sophisticated means (Franck 2019: 13). In fact, beyond attracting ourattentlon in order to
sell goods, sellers use attractive goods to capture — and sell — our-attention. We pay for
many things’ we “consume through various media with the attention pend on
advertisements thatframe‘and interrupt the show, programme;-or-what we were
enjoying.Big-tech-companieshave become experts at creating technology thatarrests and
holds.people’s-attention. T e smartphone and the 'social’ media it channels is currently
the ultimate exampJg.ﬂaz”f ng) people’s addiction to it demonstrates its producers’
success in captivating theirattention (Coughlan, 2019; Giansanti, 2025).

The attention econom? lor-more broadly the attentlonal ecology today's soc1ety
offers (Citton, 2017) < comeswmh educational |mpI|cat|ons According to our experience
educators tend to see the educational problem it poses in terms of competition; students’
attention is a battleground, and teachers' efforts to draw and direct students' attention
have to compete with those of big tech. The attention needed in and for education is
distracted, even held captive, by smartphones and social media. But here the importance
of attention is still seen as instrumental only. Attention.is as_ arce resource'and a means to
accomplish educational ends. The problem of smartp hone ihd-social media addiction
should-also help us to look beyond thls however, because wha \We'see here is not just that
attention.we would rather see devoted to educational activit
else, but that students lack control over their attention: The problem-with attention is at
the same time.a problem with autonomy and agency, concepts —.and values — generally
considered-t e} at the heart of education. As Ergas (2016, 2017) argued attention lies at
the heart-of autonomy and agency. It is therefore not just\a means to accompllsh
educational/ends, but also-an end, a capacity (or suite of capacities) worth cultivating in
education for itsimportance in life rather than for ‘learning’ only —a point also argued for

s.is spent-on somethlng N4

in_different ways by Jiddu Krishnamurti and Simone Weil, among others (Krishnamurti, /

2024; Weil, 1986; see Lewin, 2014).

The purpose of this researchlab is to explore the educational importance of attention
further. The [focus will not lie on the question what teachers should direct students'
“attention to (i.e. the object of attention); which would lead us to the familiar question as to
the contents and justification of the curriculum} but on questions pertaining to attention
as such: what kinds of attention-should-we try t cuItlvate in education, and for what
purpose? How does attentionrelate—to- auton y,-agency, and uItlmater human
flourishing? How and why should attention hav 11% e transformative potential claimed for
it? And how should educational practices relaté| to. the attentional ecology offered by
today’s mediatized societies, and what attentional ecology should educators and
educational institutions themselves strive to offer?)

Engaging with questions such as these fequires that we.reflect on the nature(s) of
attention itself before we focus on.its educational importance (though'it. may also prove
helpful to approach the phenomenon - or phenomena - of attention through how they
manifest in educational situations). Hence, the research'lab will*consist of the following
three sessions.
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Require%ts for Registration \
This-research lab will be structured as three sessions (eacb 2,5 hours long) that will

encourage active participation of participants during sessions, as well asin collaboratively
thinking about the self and its different dimensions from the perspective of different
tradltlons of! the ‘Philosophy of Education. This collaborative philosophical initiative
prowdes a unique opportunity to engage with international colleagues.on a central topic
in_the Global Philesophy of Education, that currently enjoys increasing tion. The
results of our discussion'may - if participants are interested — be-publishediidifferent
forms and via dlfferent outlets, such as-joint (i.e. by two or more participants) written
journal papers, blog texts, an edlted volume.

As thisisa coIIaboE’uv?aff‘(rrt; w; quest that you sign up only if you anticipate attending
all three sessions and are ab1e/tq e;ngage with the project in between sessions.

In order to register please lérléfly indicate the specific research interests related to
Phllosophy of Education (or related fields) and share some general ideas that you have
concerning the topic of the self and education. You will receive the texts as well as the
zoom links after registration. \\ |

For reglstratlori'ﬁe | ‘ i”_'Ontact: a.schinkel@vu.nl
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